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With both the permission and support of Shriji Arvind Singh Mewar of Udaipur during the 
months of July and August, 2011 Dr. J. Daniel White photographed the most important sacred 
site of the fourteen-hundred-year-old Mewar dynasty in India.  Now located in the village of 
Kailashpuri some twenty kilometers from the city of Udaipur, capital of the Mewar dynasty 
since the 16th century, the primary temple in this complex of shrines is dedicated to Lord Shiva 
as Eklingji, the patron deity of the House of Mewar,  of whom its Maharana’s have been the 
custodian of the temple and the kingdom of Mewar on Shiva’s behalf since the mid-8th century 
CE.   

   

Surrounding the temple to Eklingji, on the site where the Mewar dynasty’s founder, Bappa 
Rawal, received his blessings and charge to be custodian to Eklingji and the first Maharana of 
the Mewar dynasty, are more than one hundred additional shrines erected over the past 
millennium and a half by Mewar Maharanas and Maharanis.   This catalogue documents the 
architecture and devotion of this dynasty to its spiritual founder, Shiva as Eklingji, and other 
deities associated with Shiva and with the House of Mewar’s ancestry, which the family’s 
heritage traces back to the beginning of time:  the deity Brahma; the sun deity, Surya; and the 
avatara of the God Vishnu, Rama.   With this photographic essay now published on the “Eternal 
Mewar” website at the City Palace, it is hoped that students of Indian history, religions, art, 
architecture and culture and the larger general public can appreciate the centrality of this site 
for both Mewar and for India’s cultural history.  

 To see photographs of each shrine, you may click on the links to the shrine on the map, or go 
to  http://www.eternalmewar.in/collaboration/temples/shri-eklingji-map.aspx  

http://www.eternalmewar.in/collaboration/temples/shri-eklingji-map.aspx

